
 

  

The Eastwood 
Round 

A 16.5 mile walking route circling the town of 
Eastwood on the Nottinghamshire/Derbyshire border. 
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Map Key 
 

 
 

Note: Maps are for guidance only – distances quoted are to 
the nearest half-mile. We recommend you carry Ordnance 
Survey Landranger 129 or Explorer 260. 
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Text and photographs © Chris Page 2016. All Rights reserved. 
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A - Collier’s Wood – Brinsley 
 
Distance: 2.5 miles 
 

 
 
1 – From the Collier’s Wood 
car park head through the 
metal gate and branch right, 
walking with the pond on your 
left. Turn right after the pond, 
up to a gate and turn left onto 
Engine Lane. When you reach 
the old pit buildings (adorned 
with a mural and pit-wheel) 
turn right into Phoenix Road. 
 

A - Moorgreen Colliery – The site of Collier’s Wood, now 
parkland, was once one of the largest of Eastwood’s many 
pits, employing 1,300 people and producing one million tonnes 
of coal per year at its height. It was also one of the last to 
close, ceasing production in 1985. The colliery featured in 
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D.H. Lawrence’s writing, notably in Women in Love, where 
Lawrence described the modernisation process of the early 
1900s. In 1976 Margaret Thatcher took her first trip down a 
coal mine here while still a shadow minister. The older 
buildings in the current industrial estate on Engine Lane / 
Phoenix Road were workshops for the colliery.  

 
2 - Follow the road as it bears left around the large red 
building, becoming Engine Road. When the road meets a 
footpath turn right and follow the path as it bears left past a 
small group of houses. 
 
3 - Cross the stile and walk with the hedge to your right up to 
the next stile. After crossing this, the path becomes indistinct – 
head straight across the field towards a gate at the top of the 
hill. 
 

B - Views of Eastwood & Walker Street – Looking back 
behind you there are good views over to Eastwood. At the top 
of the hill, above the terraced playing fields is Walker Street, 
once home to D.H. Lawrence. Just hidden by the trees below 
the fields is an area of terraced cottages known as The 
Breach – also previously home to Lawrence. 

 
4 – Continue through the gate and up the track, turning right 
when you get to the farm. Follow the track past the farm house 
and round to the left, following the broad track as it then turns 
right, past a barn and away from the farm. Eventually the track 
brings you 
to a 
second 
farm. Turn 
left to walk 
down a 
path 
running 
alongside 
the farm 
house, 
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keeping the house to your right. Head over the stile and walk 
down a narrow footpath between two fields. 
 
5 - After another stile follow the path through the field, over 
another stile which leads to a bridge. Instead of going under 
the bridge take the steps, which bring you up to a broad path 
marking the line of a disused railway. 
 

C - Disused Mineral Railway – Various railways once criss-
crossed the countryside around Eastwood, serving industry 
and mines. Many of the old lines have been obliterated by 
development or open cast mining, or simply forgotten and left 
to nature. Here on the fringe of Brinsley, this old railway has 
been transformed into a shaded bridleway, part of the Brinsley 
Headstocks Local Nature Reserve. 

 
6 - Turn left and follow the broad path, along the old track bed. 
On the right you will see a green gate – head through it to 
follow a path winding its way around the nature reserve’s 
meadow (you can ignore this however and continue along the 
bridleway if you wish). The path will eventually lead back 
through another gate, rejoining the bridleway. 
 
7 - A short distance after the meadow path rejoins the 
bridleway another path branches off to the right, leading over 

the brook and 
up some steps 
to the 
headstocks for 
the disused 
Brinsley 
Colliery. This is 
a good place to 
stop for a drink 
or snack. 
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D - Brinsley Colliery – Though Brinsley Colliery closed in 
1934, its shafts remain opened until the 70s, providing access 
to neighbouring mines. When the shafts finally closed, the 
headstocks were moved to the National Coal Mining museum, 
before returning in the 1990s when the area was transformed, 
much like Collier’s Wood, into a nature reserve. The 
headstocks are believed to be the only surviving tandem 
timber-framed stocks in the country. The mine features in D.H. 
Lawrence’s novels, and it was here that Lawrence’s father 
worked as a miner. 

 
8 - Follow the 
well graded path 
which heads 
south away from 
the headstocks 
through the field. 
This heads 
through a gate 
and a last short 
section on the 
old railway 
before coming to 
the A608 at 
Brinsley.  
 
There is a car 
park here which 
can be used as 
an alternative 
start point. 
 
 

E - Cottage – Before reaching the main road, you will pass a 
derelict cottage, partially hidden in the undergrowth to the left 
of the track. This was once owned by D.H. Lawrence’s Aunt 
Polly, who featured in Lawrence’s short story The Odour of 
Chrysanthemums. The cottage itself was the setting for Vine 
Cottage, another of Lawrence’s short stories. 
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 B - Brinsley to Erewash Meadows 
 
Distance: 2.5 miles 
 

 
 
1 - Follow the A608 from the headstocks car park and take the 
bridleway on the right, signposted to Aldercar and Stoney 
Lane. This twists around the flanks of the hill, giving great 
views over the countryside on the Notts/Derbyshire border. 
Note: this path can be quite muddy after wet weather. 
 

F – ‘Dirt Hill’ – This small hill may have a rather unromantic 
name (pronounced local as Dot ‘ill), but it alludes to its 
formation (in part at least) from the waste of local collieries. 
The formation of the current hill has buried the remains of 
another mine, the old Plumtree Colliery, which was closed in 
the late 1910s. Just out of view on the A608 sits Eastwood 
Hall. Now a hotel, the hall was previously owned by the 
National Coal Board, being its national headquarters for a 
time. It was used for crisis meetings during the strikes of the 
1980s. 

 
2 - The path twists round the flank of the hill, eventually 
bringing you to a gate, which leads onto Stoney Lane. Turn 
left and walk downhill until you see a footpath on the right, 
signed to Brinsley Hill and Jacksdale. 
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3 – The path follows alongside an area of wetlands lying just 
past the hedge on your left.  You’d barely recognise it here, 
but you are now alongside the route of the old Cromford 
Canal. At the end of the field head straight on over the stile. 
 

G – Cromford Canal - Funded by local entrepreneurs, the 
Cromford Canal ran through these fields. The canal was in full 
use by 1794, the canal connected ironworks at Butterley, coal 
at Pinxton, and the mills and limestone of the Derwent Valley 
and Derbyshire to the national waterway network via Langley 
Mill and was immensely successful until competition from the 
railways began to take its toll. When the Butterley Tunnel 
suffered a series of collapses in the early 1900s the canal was 
split into two branches, which both continued to decline until 
the entire length was finally abandoned in 1944. On the 
hillside at Codnor Park, visible from this section of the walk 
(and from the farms above Eastwood), stands a 21 metre 
Doric column, erected in memory of William Jessop, Chief 
Engineer for the Cromford Canal Company. Open cast mining 
has obliterated most signs of the canal in this area. 

 
4 - Follow the path to the end of the field and head over the 
stile. Continue with the hedge now on your right. You will get 
better views of the ponds and streams on this section of path. 
 

H - Erewash Meadows – Erewash Meadows is a series of 
nature reserves in the flashes created by the open cast works 
which obliterated the remains of the canal. The sites straddle 
the county border, including sections of the old canal and 
wetlands created by past mining activity. The area this walk 
passes through is managed by Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust, 
and is visited by a wide range of wildlife, including lapwing, 
spoonbill, kingfishers water voles, weasels and grass snakes. 

 
5 - Follow the path as it crosses a bridge over the River 
Erewash where the foundations of an aqueduct which once 
carried the canal over the river can be seen. It’s hard to 
imagine the scene today. Continue into the field beyond the 
bridge, taking the stile on the left on a low embankment.  
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C - Erewash Meadows to Langley Mill 
 
Distance: 2.5 miles 
 

 
 
1 – Continue along the small embankment, which looks like 
the remains of the canal, though this is off the canal’s route. 
Cross another small footbridge bridge and continue to a stile. 
Go through the tunnel under the railway and up the field, 
keeping close to the hedge before crossing a stile. Turn right 
onto Aldercar Lane. 
 
2 - Turn left into the driveway to Park Farm, as indicated by a 
footpath signpost. Walk down the farm drive, keeping the 
buildings to your left and pass through a gate (make sure to 
close it behind you). The drive will become a track, bearing 
left, then right, and through a metal gate (usually left open). 
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3 - When the farm-track 
turns sharply to the left, 
leave it and head over the 
stile into a large field which 
leads uphill. The next stile 
is at the top of the field, 
about midway along the 
fence. Head towards the 
top left-hand corner of the 
next field and over another 
stile. A short path will bring 
you to the A610 road – 
take care crossing this 
busy road. 
 
4 - Take the stile just to the 
left and head down the 
field, with the hedge on 
your right. A stile in the very bottom right hand corner of the 
field crosses into a wooded area where the path weaves 
through the trees, but remains fairly distinct. 
 
5 - Continue on the path in the woods until it comes to a stile. 
You should find yourself a junction of broad tracks – head East 
towards Langley Mill. This path runs along another long 
disused railway line, and skirts Langley Mill taking you right to 
the main road through the village. 
 
6 - When you reach the main road at Langley Mill turn left and 
follow it past the squat form of St Andrew’s Church, under the 
railway bridge and on to the roundabout outside ASDA and 
McDonalds. Cross the roundabout, keeping on the left-hand 
side of the road, walking past the petrol station to the canal 
basin. Turn left into the basin, by the lock. 
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I - Great Northern Basin & the Erewash Canal – The basin 
at Langley Mill was once the confluence of the three local 
canals – the Cromford, Erewash and Nottingham. By the 
1960s however only the Erewash Canal remained, and even 
this was threatened with closure. The Erewash Canal 
Preservation and Development Association was formed in 
response, and it succeeded in not only saving the canal, but 
also restoring the basin. The group’s work has seen them 
preserve the Victorian pump house, the swing bridge and the 
toll house in the basin alone. The Erewash Canal itself is still 
used as a navigable waterway, with 14 locks along its 12 mile 
journey to Trent Lock. 
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D - Langley Mill to the Bridge Inn 
 
Distance: 2.5 miles 

 
This section of 
the routes opens 
out again, 
leaving the 
urban setting of 
Langley Mill 
behind, and 
travelling along 
the canal 
towpath past 
fields, paddocks 
and pasture. 
Though the 
expansive views 
across the 
Erewash Valley 
are now full of 
green much of 
the area was 
once heavily 
industrialised 
and would have 
looked 
unrecognisable 
in the past – the 
traces of this 
past industry are 
still there to be 
seen, hidden 

away amongst the trees and fields. 
 
From the canal basin, head down the steps by the lock, 
passing under the A608. The route follows the tow-path of the 
Erewash Canal for just under 2.5 miles. Along the way the 
towpath switches banks at Eastwood Lock and crosses the 
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River Erewash via a small viaduct. Continue past Shipley 
Lock, and on towards the Bridge Inn. 
 

J – Eastwood Colliery – Nestled between the Erewash and 
Nottingham Canals at Eastwood Lock is the site of Eastwood 
Colliery, closed in 1884 due to excessive underground water. 
In addition to the two canals the colliery was also served by 
branch lines from the Midland Railway at Shipley and The 
Great Northern Railway. The embankments can still be seen 
running across the valley, with the remains of the stone 
abutments from the Midland Railway bridge visible on both 
sides of the canal just below Eastwood Lock. 
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E - The Bridge Inn to Awsworth 
 
Distance: 2 miles 
 

 
 
1 - At the Bridge Inn turn left, 
onto a footpath which runs 
to, then along and then 
underneath the railway. 
Cross the River Erewash - 
here the river’s gentle 
meanders really do live up to 
its name, which is believed 
to derive from the Old 
English for ‘wandering river 
over a wet meadow’. 
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2 - After crossing the river bear right, joining the Erewash 
Valley Trail – a 30 mile walking and cycling route along the 
Nottingham and Erewash canals though to Attenborough 
Nature Reserve and the River Trent to the south.  
 
3 - Shortly the path crosses a footbridge over the Gilt Brook, a 
tributary of the Erewash, whose name literally means ‘Golden 
Brook’. The route now turns left to run past the site of 
Bennerley Ironworks, with views over to the imposing structure 
of Bennerley Viaduct. 
 

K - Bennerley Viaduct and Ironworks – This is another area 
along the route of the walk which was once a major industrial 
site. The large open space to the right of the path was once 
Bennerley Ironworks, before being converted into a large 
storage site for British Coal, and then being completely 
dismantled. The works were connected to both the Great 
Northern Railway to the north, and the Erewash Valley Line to 
the south – the track bed to the later still being partially in 
place. The viaduct was separate to the ironworks, carrying an 
extension of the Great Northern Line from Kimberley across to 
Ilkeston. Built from a lighter iron lattice structure to help 
combat subsidence, the viaduct is now Grade II* listed, and 
one of the most imposing reminders of the local area’s vast 
industrial heritage. 
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4 - Follow the signposts for the Erewash Valley Trail as they 
direct you to the right, over the ironwork’s access road and 
onto a shaded pathway through woodland up to the next 
waterway in the walk. This area was also previously home to 
Awsworth Colliery, yet another of the many coal mines in the 
area. 
 

L - Nottingham Canal – The final canal to be walked on this 
route, the Nottingham Canal was also the last to be 
commissioned, receiving consent via an Act of Parliament in 
1792, and opened in full by 1796. The 14 mile route from Trent 
Bridge once connected the centre of Nottingham to the 
industrial areas of Derbyshire via the Great Northern Basin at 
Langley Mill. The canal is now only navigable through the 
heart of Nottingham – often being confused with the Beeston 
Canal, which joined it near Wollaton Park. Elsewhere the 
waterway has either been filled in, or exists as a series of 
isolated sections, which together form the Nottingham Canal 
Nature Reserve. The remaining sections in water are also 
popular fishing spots for club anglers. 

 
5 - Here the Erewash Valley Trail moves off to the left, but our 
walk continues straight on, following the tow-path of the old 
canal. Be careful on the first section of the rods and poles of 
the fishers who are usually out in force at this popular spot.  
The canal is broken by two roads. At the first cross straight 
over, and continue on the right hand bank. However, at the 
second move over to the left bank instead, to briefly rejoin the 
Erewash Valley Trail. The path quickly turns left (don’t take the 
small foot bridge back over the canal), heading away from the 
canal up a bridleway.  
 
6 - Keep an eye open for a stile on the bank to the left of the 
bridleway – it can look hidden away in the trees. Head over 
the stile, and follow the path, through a gate on the right. You’ll 
quickly see another stile on the left-hand side, which leads 
onto a driveway through to Awsworth Lane. Cross the road, 
turn right, and then after 50 meters turn left, following another 
bridleway as it begins to rise uphill. 
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F - Awsworth to Giltbrook 
 
Distance: 2 miles 
 

1 – The bridleway 
joins a road, at 
which you 
continue up the hill 
until reaching a 
fork. Take the left 
hand route, 
signalled as a 
bridleway on the 
signpost. Continue 
past the farm 
house, taking time 
to look back at the 
views over the 
Erewash Valley. At 
top of the hill turn 
left, walking up to 
a farm. Turn right 
when the track 
comes to the farm 
gate, crossing a 
stile to begin 
heading downhill. 
 

2 - Pass through the scrub land, keeping close to the hedge 
on the left hand side until you see a post with a yellow top in 
the hedgerow opposite. Head to this, which leads you through 
the trees before branching off this path to the left, onto a path 
which descends to an underpass leading under the A610 dual-
carriage way. After passing under the road take the left-hand 
route, and head up the flight of steps to your right, signposted 
to the Great Northern Railway Path. 
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M - Great Northern Railway – The Great Northern Railway 
once ran through Kimberley, splitting after the town centre, 
with one arm travelling across the Bennerley Viaduct. The 
other steered north, following the line of what is now the A610 
past Eastwood and Langley Mill to serve the collieries and 
industry along the valley to Pinxton. After out-competing the 
local canals the railway was itself put under pressure from the 
growth of the car and finally closed in 1968. There was a 
second line running through Kimberley, with a branch of the 
Midland Railway running from Bennerley works. The remains 
of a viaduct carrying this line over the main road can be seen 
as you turn into Hall Om Wong Park. 

 
3 - The path leads along 
the line of the former 
railway, passing art made 
from items of railway 
salvage. Turn left at the 
end to descend Church 
Road to the main road 
through Kimberley. Cross 
the road, and head left to 
Hall Om Wong Park, 
passing the remains of 
the Midlands Railway’s brick-built viaduct. 
 

N - Hall Om Wong Park – The unusual name of this park  is 
said to stem from Old English, meaning ‘Mr Hall’s home piece 
of land’. As well as an open space for the town of Kimberley, 
the park also hosts an old dew pond, and the remnants of an 
ancient copse, along the site of the current wooded area. 

 
4 - Head through the playing field to the line of trees, leading 
to a shaded path heading out of the park towards Maws Lane.  
 
5 - Cross Maws Lane, and follow the footpath sign round the 
houses just to the left, which branch off the main road. This 
path brings you to a small park, named Lawn Mills, on the site 
of three old windmills. The remains of two can still be seen.  
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G - Giltbrook to Moorgreen 
 
Distance: 2 miles 

 
1 - From Lawn Mills, 
head straight on, 
through the trees and 
onto a path giving views 
over the valley to 
Newthorpe and 
Giltbrook. Follow the 
path as it heads to the 
right, and then straight 
downhill, passing 
through a series of 
fields, until reaching the 
brook at the bottom of 
the hill. Turn right, and 
follow the path leading 
alongside Gilt Brook. 
 
2 - The path follows the 
stream, along the 
bottom of a series of 
fields. After the duck 
boards, head through 
the gate and across the 
field into the wood.  
 
3 - The path will lead 
you left, across the 

brook, and through a kissing-gate. Head towards the top right 
of the field, coming to a broad farm track. Start along the track, 
quickly taking the footpath through another metal gate on your 
left. 
 

O - Lost Village of Greasley – Greasley is the name of the 
parish covered by the church which sits on the hill, but there is 
currently no settlement bearing that name, Moorgreen being 
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the nearest village. Although Griseleia was mentioned in the 
Domesday book, there was no record of a village. There was, 
however, a fortified manor house, just downhill from the 
church (the remains of which are now incorporated into the 
farm buildings to the right of the church). This led local 
historians to think they may once have been a village, to serve 
the manor house. Though attempts were made to solve the 
mystery of the missing village no physical evidence was 
found. However, as the report states, ‘absence of evidence is 
not evidence of absence’, so maybe the village is still hidden 
under these fields, waiting to be discovered? 

 
4 - Keep to the side of the field, 
close to the hedge on your left, 
until you reach the top corner. 
Turn right and head through a 
series of gates and stiles until 
you reach the church sitting on 
top of the hill. 
 
5 - Turn left here, heading down 
through the cemetery towards 
another gate, before heading 
across the adjoining field, 
through one more gate, and up 
through a farm yard to the 
Moorgreen road. 
 

P - St Mary’s Church – The picturesquely sited church of St 
Mary at Greasley is thought to date back to the parish’s 
Domesday Book mention, though it has been rebuilt and 
adapted several times since – most recently in 1896 after 
subsidence due to the local mining activities. Another site with 
links to D.H. Lawrence, the church and its surroundings 
featured in many of his works. The church tea rooms are 
named Mintons, after the name Lawrence gave the church in 
his book Sons and Lovers, and it featured as Greymede in 
The White Peacock. At the church you will find an 
interpretation board describing the area’s history. 
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H - Moorgreen to Collier’s Wood 
 
Distance: 1 mile 

 
1 - Cross over the 
Moorgreen road, turn 
left, and then take a 
signed footpath on the 
right-hand side, up a 
broad lane. As the lane 
broadens out into a field 
you will begin to see the 
fields you set out across 
at the start of the walk – 
not far to go now! 
 
2 - As the lane broadens 
out into a field you will 
begin to see the fields 
you set out across at the 
start of the walk – not far 
to go now! Turn left and 
head through a gap in 
the hedge, following the 
path down the side of 

the field, keeping close to the hedge on the right.  
 

Q - Deadman’s Lane – The narrow and leafy track gained it’s 
ghoulish moniker as it was the route undertakers once took 
bringing the dead of Brinsley to the parish church of St Mary’s, 
which you have just visited.  

 
3 - When you pass through the gate at the bottom turn right. 
You are now back in Collier’s Wood Nature Reserve. Head left 
at the top of the hill to take the path leading back down past 
the pond. If you started the walk at Collier’s Wood branch off 
to the right past the pond and back to the car park. If you 
didn’t start the walk here, branch instead to the left, picking up 
the route from the start of this booklet. 
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Parking and Public Transport 
 
Parking: 
The location of free car parking is shown on the section maps, 
although on street parking maybe available elsewhere. 
 
Bus:  
There are bus stops serving Eastwood on the route at: 

 Brinsley - A608 Mansfield Road (start of Section B) 

 Langley Mill - A608 Station Road (in Section C) 

 Awsworth – Awsworth Lane (near end of Section E) – 
buses to Giltbrook 

 Kimberley – Eastwood Road (point 4, Section F) 

 Moorgreen – B6010 Moorgreen (start of Section H) 
 
Rail 
Langley Mill train station is on the route, towards the end of 
Section C. Direct trains are available to Chesterfield, Sheffield 
and Nottingham. 
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